JOURNAL   OF   ARNOLB   BENNETT
loth and nth are appalling, atrocious, and some of the side
walks staggering—unworthy of the suburbs of a small provincial
town.
Trains allowed to shunt over loth and nth Avenues. Extra-
ordinary.
This was election day. I saw the sinister but genial fellows
bearing openly the insignia of Tammany. Don't, please, think
that Tammany is a disease that happens to have attacked N.Y.
It is as much an expression of N.Y. character as the barber's
(remember my shave this morning at Waldorf), the pavements,
the fineness, the interest in education etc. etc.
Thorough badness of barbers.
Dinner at Sherrys.   R. H. Davis, Franklin Adams, Doran and it
Davis told how he interviewed Li Hung Chang for W. R.
Hearst. Hearst, on it being pointed out to him that bribery
would be necessary to get round the whole crowd of Dutch
waiters at Waldorf (where he had a suite), said he would give
1,000 dollars for the expenses of the interview. Davis went
straight to the head underling and gave him $500 in cash,
simply to say whenever asked " Who is the greatest journalist
in N.Y. ? " that Davis was the greatest journalist in N.Y. Said
Davis to underling: " When you've been asked this question
and fallen down in a fit, rise up and breathe the sacred name,
and keep on breathing it." Ultimately, after a week, Chang
sent for Davis. And Davis entered his suite; " with my shoes
in my hand ". He interviewed him through an interpreter. At
the end Davis said: " I asked his excellency if he spoke Eng-
lish, he answered in English * No'. Asked if he was rich, he
said, "600,000,000 dollars to-day; nothing to-morrow. All I
have is at the mercy of the State." He was very curious about
rich men in America. Later he sent for Davis as a private man
and spoke to him in English. He asked if Davis was married
and Davis said he wasn't because he couldn't afford to be.
He then said: " Get money. Get a wife. Get a home. Get
children,"
Wednesday, November 8th.
C. called. Talked very interestingly. X., who I said had
seemed to me, positively, an honest man. He denied it.
Told me, -what he said was notorious. X. had committed
adultery with a girl and had two children by her. Then

